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THE 


chu RCH in PERILS 


AMONG 


FALSE BRETHREN. 


TRY 2 o ME time after the Reſtora- 
＋ 12 tion, che Parliament Fear no 


rains 
with, grew iadolent and ſupine: 


but when alarm'd with Poper 


g y 
advancing towards em, and an Army form d 


in fayour of it, lying encamp'd at Black- 
heath, conducted by Colonel Fitzgerald an 
Iriſh Papiſt, they 7 oa out of their Le- 


thargy ; 47 wiſely, as they thought, provide 


for their own Security by Eccleſiaſtical Circum- 
vallations. 


THAT Parliament, having by the *Unzfor- 
mity-Act garbl'd the Church, andturn dout of i Ir 
the Sons of Moderation, paſt a Law to yr ny 

* A 2 | Papiſts 


(4) 

Papiſts, who begun to conceive mighty hopes 
from that Brand of Infamy, and Diſgrace, put 
upon thoſe ejected Proteſtants. 
B this Law, contriv'd againſt popiſh Re- 
ci ſants, *twas enacted, that no Per ſon ſhould 
hold any Place of Truſt, Profit or Honour, 
without receiving the Sacrament according to 
the Vſage of the Church of England. —— 

THUS one of the viſible and awful Solemni- 
ties in the Chriſtian Inſtirution was made a con- 
ditio ſme qua non to worldly Preferments. How 
agreeable ſuch Practice may be to the Maxims 
of Reaſon and Chriſtianity, is the ſubject of 
our preſent Enquiry ; and if the Doubt be not 
ſolv'd by Dint of Prejudice and Intereſt, I 
flatter myſelf with a Belief, that Dagon will 
fall before the Ark, and Chriſt triumph over 
Mammon. ?)F„ . 

Two things here offer themſelves to our Con- 
ſideration, vg. V 

1. The Apology uſually made by Church- Men 
in favour of the Teſt, or their Objeftions a- 
gainſt the Repeal. ad 
2. The Arguments urg'd by Proteſtant Diſ- 
ſenters for its Repeal. I begin with the Ob- 
jections, which are two. 


I. OBJECTION. | 
The firſt Objection againſt the Repeal of the 
Teſt that's generally us'd, is its being the grand 
Security of the Church: to repeal it would be 


to demoliſh one of the ſtrong Holds of Sion. 


None 


E 
s None but conflant Church-men can be its De- 
t | fenders, therefore none but ſuch ſhould be pre- 

Ard, and ſuch as take the Teſt according to 
ite 'Ofage. 5 | 
4 IN anſwer to this Objection, I muſt obſerve, 
„ that it is one intire Falſhood, and contrary to 
fo © hiſtorical Facts; as will appear from the two 

following Propoſitions, vi. | 


i- rt. That the Teſt-AF does not require con- 
laut Conformity. 1 

w 2. That thoſe who took the Teſt for Places, 
ns © were the only Perſons that betray d the Church. 


of | That the Sacramental-Teſt is no real Secu- 
ot | 7ity to the Church is (upon her own Principles) 
I ' evident; becauſe 5 
il! I. That Act does not require conſlant and 
er | plenary Compliance with the Liturgy. 
Nor will conſtant Conformity entitle any 
n * Perſons to Preferment without taking the Sacra- 
ment upon that occaſion ; for the Law ordains 
eu one particular Participation of the Lord's Sup- 
a- per for that very Preferment, which the Recei- 
ver has in poſſeſſion. | | 
1j TH E Act requires no other Conformity but 
b- what is Occaſional, and that only in one ſingle 
Act, 2. e. Receiving the Sacrament ; and when 
he has done that, he has ſecur'd his Place, tho 
he never enter the Church Doors again. 
BUT why a Perſon, in ſtared Communion 
with the Church, ſhould not be prefer'd with- 
1d Out a ſpecial uſe of the Sacrament for that ſe. 
be | cular Purpoſe, is what I underſtand not. 


Ii 


to turn Occaſional into Conſtant Conformity; 
pretendedly in defence of the Church, when in 


| (6) 
I T looks as if there were ſome Charm in 
it, when taken in obedience to Humane Au- Plat 


thority, which it is deſtitute of, when taken con 
in compliance with the Divine Precept. He Fel 


who goes to Church but once, to receive the the 


Sacrament for his Admiſſion to a Place, and in 


Continuance in it, let him be never ſo Hetero- Ch. 
dox and profligate, yet by this Act he is counted tho 


an Orthodox Saint; when Conſtant Conformity Th. 
gives no right to a Place without a ſpeczal uſe Þs | 
of the Sacred Ordinance for that purpoſe. © 

IN a late Reign ſome Gentlemen who took 
the Teſt being aware of this, brought in a Bill 


reality the Scheme was calculated in favour of ger 
the Chevalier, and therefore was repeal'd. 1 
_ BUT after all, what Security can the Teſt 


be againſt Papiſts? when a Diſpenſation from vi⸗ 


Rome would annihilate all their Scruples about 
it, and ſome of 'em have actually receiv'd the 
Sacrament in the Eſtabliſned Church, as Sir 
Philip Tyrwhit, A. D 1676. © vel 
I T'S obſervable, that //alker the Head of 
Oniver/ity College, and five or ſix more at 
Oxford declar'd themſelves Papiſts, but with che 
this Infamy, that they had continued ſeveral Ch 
Years in the Worſhip of the Church of England Ric 
after their Reconciliation to the Charch of 
Rome: Burnet's Hiſtory, A. D. 1686. 4 
The other Day a certain Popiſb Lady in W. 
Yorkſhire, Patrone ſe of a certain Church, in or- 
der to qualify herſelf to preſent a Friend to the 


n 


Place, 


C33 

place, did renounce the Romiſh Religion, and 
Fconform'd to the Church of England, took the 
Zeſt, and when all was over, ſhe returned to 
the Church of Rome. Upon this I would ask, 
in what reſpect the Teſt is a Security of the 
ero- Church? unleſs the Teſt engages the Minds of 

hoſe who take it to a laſting Veneration for the 
Church, it does nothing; but the Story before 
ys is a palpable inſtance, that a Teſt-taker may 
be only a Self. pleaſer, and therefore to plead for 


took It as the defence of the Church, is to aſcribe what 
Bill does not belong to it. The Sacramental Teſt 


nity 5 s no Security to the Church; becauſe, 
en in II. T HE Church has been in the greateſi Dan- 
ur of ger from thoſe who took the Teſt for Places. Vea 
Thoſe have been the moſt flagrant and flagitious 

Teſt Betrayers of the Church, and that in all Reigns, 
from viz of King Charles II. James II. William 
bout III. Queen Ann, King George J. Pll begin 
d the With the Danger of the Church from that Go- 
as Sir = 70 under which the Teſt-A& was con- 

triv'd. 
ad of AND what was the Government of King 
re at Charles II. but o necontinued ſcene of Trea- 
t with Chery againſt the Proteſtant Religion, and the 
everal Church of England at the Head of that Reli- 
gland P ion? The Betrayers of the Church then were 
ch of Found only among thoſe who comply'd with the 
IJITeſt-Act, and always pale oa without 
ady in hoſe Countenance and Connivance no papal 
in or- ntrigues had prevaiPd againſt the Church, no 
not in King Famess time. 


to the 


Place, After 


=, 
AFTER his Act paſt againſt Papiſts, none C 
fo careſt, and fo bighly favour'd by our Rulers a 
as Papiſts. Their Perſons were ſafe, and Maſs. d 
houſes remained untouched, when ne 
Proteſtants were every where cruelly harraſt. p 
TH E Court, in ſpite of all Teſts, was ſoon. E 
turned into Chambers of I magery. All Prefer. 
ments were under the Direction of a Popiſh! 4 
Dake, who with his royal Brother were en 
gaged in a Conſpiracy with Rome and France 
againſt the Church of England. The Diſſenters 
being, in their opinion, I People that ſtood 
moſt in their way, their Suppreſſion was reſolv'd 
on, and thoſe who had taken the Teſt carry'd 
on their Proſecution againſt them with the 
urmoſt Virulency ; as if the Proteſtants in 
the Church were in no danger bur from SY ' 
tants without the Church, E 
N O R was the Nation convinc'd of this Er- A 
ror, till the Triple League was diſſolv'd, and 
they ſaw bare-faced Popery at their doors, and 
the Power by Sea and Land lodg'd in hands Po- 
pithly affected. This Conviction was not ſo 
univerſal, but ſtill 22 the Church were found E- o 
nemies to the Church; and now it was, the Dif- | d 
tinction between the Court and Country Party | © 
made its Appcarance in that Reign. 0 
THOSE who oppos'd the B of Erle 17 
ſion, and voted a Popiſh Prince to be the Defen- 
der of a Proteſtant Church, were all Gentlemen 
who by ſolemn Oaths and Teſts undertook to be 
. of the Church. Even the Epi ſcopal 


Bench voted for a Popiſh Succeſſor; and how 
con · 


1 (9) 

none 3 conſiſtent that was with the Parliamentary Teſt, 
Rulers and other Securities given by their Lordſhips, I 
Maſs- determine nor. | 1 
nting KING Charles (now he had ſer the Church 


the Church had warmly eſpous'd the Doctrine 
of Paſſrve Obedience and Non Reſiſtance, 
which now were become the SHibboleth of the 
ſtood Party in the Pulpit and Preſs, 
FROM thence his Majeſty infer'd zho/e of the 
Church would be always flexible, ſubmiſſi ve and 
2 ductile, therefore had nothing to fear from that 
quarter. And as to the D/ ſeuters. he had 
em ar his Mercy, being under the Laſhof the 
penal Laws; and he would either cruſh 'em at 
home, or force them to quit the Kingdom. 
3 In the year 1682, Cities, Corporations and 
7 Boroughs, contrary to other ſolemn Engage- 
ments as well as the Teſt their Magiſtrates had 
o taken, ſurrender'd their Charters, and took new 
ones modelPd by a Court that was abſolutely 
devoted to a Popiſh Intereſt, This ignomini- 
: ous Surrender thoſe Telt-rakers made in breach 
of another Oath they had taken, v:z. that 
exclu- hey would not at any time endeavour any Al. 
Jefen- | teration of Government in Church or State. 
emen IN the new Charters were Regulations con- 
to be trary to Law, by which ſhameful Artifice they 


ſcopal made no doubt of chuſing a Parliament, that 
| how would pave the way for a Popiſh Succeſſion. 
con / B N. 5 


( 10 ) — 
N. B. It was not in the Power of Papiſts to | ©; 
do all this, without Proteſtant Help; and no Þ 
Proteſtants were in Power, but ſuch as had taken Gr 
the Teſt. : 1 

T 41s perhaps made a certain Houſe of Com- * 
mons once tell King Charles II, that Popery 
had rather gain d than hoſt ground ſince the 
Teſt. . 3 ET 4 
1 S0 honeſt Church Men obſerving the me- 
lancholy Conſequences that attended the Mar- 
Tiages of our Kings with Papiſts, brought in a in 
Bill that they ſhould be marry'd to none but : 
Proteſtants : this was rejected by the unaflimous * 
Votes of the Biſbops Bench, calld therefore, 
by the Lay-Lords, he Dead Weight. Now if the 
the Members of the Church, who take the Teſt, 
oppoſe its Intereſts ; if the dignified Members 
of it thus war againſt it, it is evident that the 
Teſt is ſo far from being a Guard to the Church, 
that it only qualifies Perſons to be the Diſtur- 
/ ²˙ -A ˙· 8 

WHEN King James mounted the Saddle, his „, 
firſt work was, to lull the Church afleep by „ 
fair Promiſes in his Speech; a Speech that made 
the Pulpits ſound with Thankſgivings : yea 
that fallacious Speech was magnify'd by ſome of 
thoſe who had taken the Teſt, as a Security 41 
far greater than what Teſ?s and Laws could give. 
The common Phraſe then was, James the e, 
Juſt, we have the Word of a King, a Word q, 
never yet broken ; ſo ſays Biſhop Burnet's Hif= 
tory, ad an. 1685. nr F 


, 


C/ 


Tun next thing he did, was to prove King 


(1) 


1 0 b Charles a Papiſt, and which he publiſh'd to the 


» 
fg 


* 


© 


: 


World; artfully inſinuating thereby, that a 
ZFopiſh King was no ſuch ſtrange or dangerous 
Creature in Euglaud. 5 
7 SOON after, by virtue of new-model'd Char 
ters, he procur'd a venal Parliament, a packt 
Aſſembly, who after moſt of their leading Men 
Had taken the Teſt, imme diately run into the 
FCourt-Meaſures, joining with a corrupt Miniſtry 
Fro inflame our religious Differences, and make 
Proteſtants devour one another, and in project- 
ing Laws againſt thoſe who oppos'd the Court- 
Projects, that were all fram'd and form'd in fa- 
vour of Popery. Tn TOTS 
'- | THUS a Parliament directed and manag'd by 
thoſe that had taken the Te/? in defence of 
the Church, paſt Acts in favour of a Popiſh 
King, even then when he fat on the Throne, 
" zmeditating Miſchief againſt the Church 
II was in this Reign that ten Judges out of 
12, all of whom muſt have receiv'd the Teſt, 
declar' d, that the King had Power to diſpenſe 
with the Teſt and other Penal Laws, that 
ere made for the Safety of the Church. 
© THE Epiſcopal Hiſtorian ſays, Some of the 
yea Biſhops that were gain'd by the Court carry d 


ne of heir Compliance to @ ſhameful Pitch —— 


urity Thar they ſent Addreſſes of Thanks for the 


give. King's Promiſe of maintaining the Church of 
- ag England, tho it was viſible that the Intent of it 
r was to deſtroy the Church. Burnet's Hiſtory 
Hi. 1687. 5 
Kine | IN this Reign allo a new Eccleſiaſtical Court 
King | B 2 was 
varles 
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Lord Jeffreys, Earl of Rocheſſer Lord High ks 
Herbert Lord Chief Juſtice of the Common 4 


taken the Teſt, and here they are actually im- 
ploy'd in Agency for Popery againſt the Church. 


and ſuſpended Dr. Peachel Vice. chancellor of 


Law. About the ſame time, Dr. Hough, Pre. 0 


large in Mr Coke's Detection. 


(12) 


was erected, contrary to Law. The Perſons © <6 
in whom this Commiſſion (ſo dangerous to the Þ «« 


Church) was lodg'd, were the Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury (who after ſome time refus'd to a ce 


the Biſhop of Durham, Biſhop of Rocheſter, * « 


#7 
8 7.51 
77 
C Ys 


Treaſurer, Earl of Sunderland, Sir Edward 


Pleas. 1 
Tu rs Court was erected as a Battery apainſt| 3 
the Church; the Commiſſioners who were the 
Executioners of this Diſpenſing Power were © 
Biſhops, and Gentlemen who by their Places had 


UroN Avg. 3. 1686. they open'd their Com- 
miſſion, and hams with ſuſpending the Biſhop L 
of London, for Dilobedience to the King in not 
ſuſpending Dr. Sharp. Then proceeded againſt | 
others (who were true Friends to the Church) 


Cambridge, for refufing one Alban Francis a | 
Benedittine Monk the Degree of Maſter of Arts, 
without taking the uſual Teſts according to 


ſident of Magdalen College Ox ord, was made a 
Victim to their Rage. See this Commiſſion at | 


Were they not Gentlemen who had taken ' 
the Teſt, that managed Affairs in Parliament, 
when King James was ſupplied with Money to 
raiſe and maintain an Army to pull down the 


een yea, lays Biſbop Burnet, ** The} 
„ Par- 


+ (139. 
4 Parliament granted every thing that was 
7 <« ask'd, with ſuch a Profuſion that the Houle 
* was more forward to give than the King 
Was to ask; to which the King put a ſtop 
2 « by a Meſſage, intimating that he deſired no 
more Money that Seſſion.” A. D. 1685. 
} ANOTHER remarkable Incident was, that 
u den King James told the Parliament, that 
be had prefer'd ſome Popiſh Officers who were 
not qualify'd according to the Teſ-Act, and 
that he would not put the Affront on them and 
on himſelf to turn em out, even this was con- 
ſented to, and he was thank'd for it. 
TEE Lords thank d the King for his moſt 
giracious Speech. But the brave Earl of 
Devonſbire had the Courage and Honeſty 
to diſtinguiſh himſelf by ſay ing, he was for 
giving Thanks too, becauſe his Majeſty had 
2: « /poken out ſo plainly, and warn'd em of 
J © what they might look for” _ 
Tux Houſeof Commons not only thank the 


| King for his moſt gracious Speech, but told 
rts, ; his Majeſty that they were preparing a 
ng to Bill to paſs both Honſes, for his Majeſty's 
e- royal Aſfent, to indemnify thoſe Popaſh Of 
 ficers ; that is, to qualify 'em to ſerve in the 
Army without taking the Teſt. 
HERE both Houſes thank his Majeſty for a 
1} Speech made in favour of Popiſßh Officers pre- 
fer'd contrary to Law. And this by the Ma- 
nagement of ſome, whoſe Places had obliged 
them to take the Teſt, Thus, Church! thou 
art wounded in the Houſe of thy Friends. 


IN 


-" WEE. 


cha has been often in Danger, but always from 


for one or other Place had taken the Teſt ? 


In this melancholy Criſis of Things, Mr. 
Samuel Johnſon, an honeſt Clergyman, writ | 


an Addreis to the Eugliſhb Proteſtants in King d 


Fames's Army, cautioning 'em againſt Popery; 
for which he was try'd, and condemn'd to be 
whipt from Newgate ta Tyburn, and the Sen- 
tence was executed in the moſt barbarous Man- 


AND would you think it? they were three 


«ge (viz. Dr. Crew Biſhop of Durham. 
Prat Biſhop of Rocheſier, Dr. White Bi- W 


Dr. 
ſhop of Peterborough) perform'd the Drudgery | 


of degrading (or unordaiping) that Reverend L 


and learned Divine. I 

IHAVE only to add here, that certain 
Dottrines com'd at the Univerſities, and en. 
force dby the Anathemas of the Pulpit in the 
Caroline Reign, made an eaſy Paſſage for cur- 7 


rent Popery in the gde Reign. 


NOR has the Jzcramental-Teſt been more 1 
happy in its Operation ſince the glorious Revo- 
jution. The Church ſince that Memorable Epo- 


her own Sons; who under pretence of due re- 
gards to a good Mother took the Teſt for Pre- 
ferment from her own hands, and then impi- 
ouſly betray'd her. n 

Wno oppos'd the Abdication of a Popiſn 


Prince, a Prince who had impriſon'd our Bi- 


ſhops? Who oppos'd the Settlement of the 
Crown in the Proteſtant Line for the future 
Safety of the Church? who, but Gentlemen that 


IN 


15 ; In the Parliament 1689. many Members of 
King the High Party, who by taking the Teſ had qua- 


ry; lify'd emſelves for high Places, urged hard for 


'0 be 


Sen- * 


Man- 


three 
e Bi- 
lgery | 
zrend | 


. 


calling back King James from France; where 
he, in conjunction with his old Friend the 
French King, were promeny an Army to de- 
ſtroy our Conſtitution in Church and State: 
Av bile thoſe who were no Friends to that Reli- 


Fious Teſt in worldly Affairs, declar'd they 
ould never give their Vote for clapping a Po- 
Þiſh Head upon the Shoulders of a Proteſtant 
Church. re es | 
W no ſet up a Jacobite Church of England, 
and peremptorily confin'd Salvation to it, in 


172% oppolition to the Eftabli/?d Church, which they 


the 


charg' d with damnable Schiſm? Who clamourd 
againſt the Revolution, and reckoned thoſe in 
the Claſſis of Presbyterians that eſpous'd the 
Revolution Principles? Principles by which the 


evo. Church was reſcued from the Paws of a ragin 
Epo- Lion, even when it ſeem'd fully poſſeſs'd of its 


fr om 
ue re- 


Pre- 
impi- 


opiſh | 


r Bi- 


f the 


future 


n that 
T4 


In 


Prey. Iask who were thoſe that thus betray'd 
The Church? Who but men that made their way 
- Fo Preferment by the Alta? 

Wo join'd with Papiſts in forming the A/a/< 
nat ion-Plot to murder King William, but 
entlemen, who were in Communion with the 
hurch, as Sir John Friend, Sir William Per- 
ing, Mr Cranburn - A. D. 1695-6. who 
were number'd among the Non- aſſociators up- 
dn the Detection of that horrid Conſpiracy a- 


LA 


Faint his Majeſty's Life. 


Ix 
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who hung upon the Wheels of the Adminiſtra- 
tion, and betray'd the King's Counſels to the 
French ; Counſels that were calculated in favour 
of the Church, againſt the united Force of Pa- 
pal Powers? 5 


Flanders, when he was zeoparding his Life for 
the Church, in the High Places of the field 2% 
Who were thoſe, but Gentlemen that had ſio 
climb'd to high Stations by eating and drinking an 
the conſecrated Elements ? E 03 Tic 


"> 7 
2 


of ſtrengthning the Church by an honourable 


as, 
_ 
—— — — 


vances made towards reſtoring a Popiſh Pre- 


had folemnly abjur d him, and pretended to 
confirm their Abjuration by taking the ſacred 


(16) 


Ix the ſame Category we muſt rank thoſe J 


W no embaraſt the national Affairs at home, 4 
and cut the King off with ſhort Allowances in} 


Wu o thwarted King William in his Project 


Comprehenſion? Only thoſe Teſt- men, thoſe 
angry Sons of a good-humour'd Mother who 
would have none riſe in the Scale of Honour 
but themſelves. I 

IN Queen Aun's Reign were many bold Ad- 


tender: but by whom? why by thoſe who zy: 


Viands upon their Knees. Yet had theſe Tray: 
tors the front to chriſten 'emlelves the true Sons 
of the Church; but with what Propriety lety 
the World indaes 7. ; 
WHV was the Duke of Mariborough turn 
out of all his Employments, and that by an Ar 
my of Teſt-men ? why becauſe he had conquer'c ; 
the French King, the Pretender's au we 
Patron. One Campaign more made by his ony 

» W Ours 


3 WS 

thoſe mould very probably have diſplay'd the Engii/h 
aiſtra- Banner in the Bowels of France. 5 
to the THE Proſpect of ſuch a Cataſtrophe could 
favour not but ſenſibly touch the Jacobites, and the 
of Pa- igh · fly ing Teſt- men; for if Lewis le Grand 
vas reduced, what would become of their Pe- 
home, Roy, their little Impotent Idol, that was ne- 
Fer yet able to go without Crutches ? Politi- 
Tal Clamours were rais'd and induſtriouſly ſpread 
*SEoainſt the Dake, which ended in his Diſmil- 
t had ſion, to the unſpeakable Satisfaction of France 
inking and its unnatural Adherents in this divided Na- 


4 ion . 


Yroject q TowaRDs the latter End of her Ma- 
urable Feſty's Reign, Popery, and Proteſtant Teſt-ra- 

_ ers at the head of it, attack'd Church and State 
r Who 


in form. An eaſterly Current carry'd away all 


lonour Preferments. The Proteſtant Succeſſion under- 


ꝑmin'd by conforming Proteſtants : The Num- 


1d Ad- der of Facobites daily increas'd upon disband- 


h Pre- ing our Forces, and diſcharging a Miniſtry that 
ſe who as firmly atrach'd to the Hannover Succeſſion. 
ded to « TRE Army was reduced to 7000, as it 
| ſacred was reaſonably thought, to favour the Intro- 
Tray. . duction of the Pretender.” And this was done 


e Sons y thoſe who had taken the Teſt and other En- 


ety let gagements to keep him out. 4 

4 IT is remarkable, when the Queen's Miniſters 
turn OT n 1714) were remov'd, there were ten Fa- 
an Ar gobrtes to One who could be found when thoſe 
aquer C Miniſters came into power, ViS. 1710. 


Fry Unper this new Miniſtry, the Preten- 
S Grace 


der's Friends ſoon grew to that pitch of Inſo- 
8 lence, 


woule 
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lence, as publickly to aſſert hrs Right, and to 
drink his Health. Above a hundred Iriſh 
Papiſts had (Fune 24, 1714.) a Feaſt at the 
Fun- Iavern in the Strand, of which the Lord 
Fingall was choſen Steward, and to which 
Gentlemen were admitted by a printed Ticker, 
in which was the Image of a Pope or ſome Po- 
piſh Saint, treading Hereſy, or Proteſtant Re- 
ligion, ander foot. N 

IF the Gentlemen who were then at the 
Helm, and had taken the Teſt, did not counte- 
' nance thoſe Imps of Impudence, the moſt 
lawcy Prieſt in the pack durſt not have run 
ſuch lengths as he did. Thus were the Romiſh 


Vipers countenanced under the Noſe of the 


Court, and Swarms of Romiſh Emiſſaries ſuf- 
fer'd to go about without controul. 


AFTER this, you'll not wonder to hear that 


Sir John Gipſon, Deputy Governor of Por? /- 
mouth, writ to the Secretary of State, that he 


bad certain Intelligence of great Preparations 


then making at Havre de Grace in France, for 
an imbarkation of Troops, in order to bring 
over the Pretender; but no notice was taken 
of his Information — nor of the Repreſentation 
he made about that important Fortreſs, that it 
wanted both Men and warlike Stores. Political 
State for Fuly 1714. Vol. VIII. p. 68. 
SHOULD I account for all thoſe who took 
the Church-Teſt, and then betray*'d the Church; 
eſpecially in the four laſt Vears of Queen 
Anne's Reign, I muſt tranſcribe the Hiſtory of 
thoſe melancholy Times at large, ſince almoſt 


all 


"" 
ſt 


„„ tes cn ow op fats, eo A) fad 


FR 


En 


all Promotions confpir'd, to defeat the Succeſs 


ſion of the Crown in the Proteſtant Line. 
TAE Tranſactions of thoſe dark Days are 
recent, and in our minds, therefore no further 


Animadverſion is neceſſary, but this, vr. 


T n a T thoſe Gentlemen, who then eſſay'd 
to bring in a Popiſn Pretender, were in COommu- 
nion with the Church; and, before they be- 
tray'd her, very gravely kneel'd before the Al- 


tar for her Bleſſing. 


LET the World then judge, what little Streſs 


is to be laid upon a Teſt, that has been ſo much 


and ſo long magnify'd as the great Blockade 
and Bulwark of Church and State : A Bulwark, 
which upon due Examination, ſhrinks into a 


broken Reed, piercing ſome, and ſerving only 


to enrich others who traffick for this World, 
As a Supplement to this, I recommend the 


Reader to a little Pamphlet newly publiſh'd 
and entitPd, The Craft ſinau's Doctrine aud 


Practice, in which you'll find irrefragable In- 


ſtances of a moſt treacherous Conduct (during 


the four laſt Vears of the Queen's Reign) in 


thoſe who poſſeſs'd the higheſt Seats of Admini- 


ſtration, and who had gone thro' the Solem- 
nity of the qualify ing Article; without which 
it had not been in their Power to ſhew ſuch 
remarkable Inveteracy to the Fouſe of Hauno- 


ver, and make ſuch Diſpoſitions to introduce a 


Romiſh Pretender. But when the fatal Stroke 


was ready to be given, Heaven look'd down, 


and 700k up the Queen, and divided the Scep- 
ter from the Royal hand. 


md IN 
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IN King George the firſt's Reign, the Teſt- 
Act was not able to keep Traytors and Rebels 
out of the Adminiſtration. | The 

Tus Rebellion rais'd againſt his Majeſty, 
and cruſh'd at Preſton, was headed by Gentle- 
men, who were in viſible Communion with the 
Church, and at the ſame time in conjunction 
with Papiſts, _ . 

Now if the Teſt- Act has been no Security 
to the Church, why may it not be repeal'd with- 
out running any Risk or Danger? eſpecially 
ſince the Church may be more effectually ſe- 
cur'd by that Goodnels in her Laws, which 
has wrought ſuch wonders in the temper of her 
Biſhops, to reconcile Multitudes of late to her 
Communion. 5 5 
Sick the Church has been always in 
danger from thoſe who were prefer'd by the 
Teſt, I ſee no reaſon why ſhe ſhould be ſo fond 
of the miſtaken Barrier. 

Bur after all, if the Sacramental-Teſt has 
been any ways ſerviceable to the Church, they 
are oblig'd ro the Diſſenters for it. The Rea- 
ſon is, becauſe they had an Intereſt in the 
Houſe and might have oppoſed it: why then, 
you'll ſay, did they conſent to it? N 

(I.) BREAUSE it was then thought to be 

a good Defenſe againſt Popery. - 
(2.) BECAUSE the Diſſenters had Aſſu. 
rances given them of being guarded againſt any 
Inconveniences that might ariſe from it to 
themſelves. But more of this further on. 


II. 
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II. OBJECTION. 


THE next Objection againſt the Repeal of 
the Teſt- Act, is that the Diſſenting Proteſtants 


are Enemies to the Church. In the Civil 


Wars, it was demoliſh'd by them ; therefore, 
not ſafe to truſt em with Places any more. 
I anſwer, That whatever was done to ſerve 


wordly Purpoſes under a religious Pretext was 


ill done, by whomſoever it was done. What 
has the Church of Chriſt ro do with worldly 
Places? and what has the World to do with a 
Chriſtian Church? The Chriſtian Religion, ſays 
Mr. Law, ranks the preſent World along with 


the Fleſh and the Devil, as an equal Enemy 


to thoſe glorious ends, which our Redemption 
propoſes : Chriſtian Perfection, p. 67-9. 
TRHE Proteſtant Diſſenters had juſt Reaſons 
to complain of cruel uſage in the Reigns of the 
two Brothers, by which many chonline Fami- 


lies were ruin'd, yet never lift up a hand againſt 


their Perſecutors, nor moleſted the Goyern- 
ment in Church and State, by Tumults, In- 
ſurrections, Mobbings, Demolition of Churches, 
as ſome of the Church have done. 
1rT's now near ſixty Years fince the Teſt- Act 
paſt, and have not the Diſſenters ever ſince 
given ſufficient Demonſtrations of their Loyal- 


ty to the State, and Promptneſs to ſupport 


the Church upon all dangerous Emergencies ? 


which leads me to the main Article, vzz. to 
thew, 


THAT 
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* H AT the Proteſtant Diſſenters are, | and 
hs ve been real Friends to the Church, and 


what is more, ſhe always found them ſo in the 
time of her Adver ſit . 


THis Propoſition will maintain itſelf by 
the enſuing Illuſtrations. 
I. Tyr Danger of the Church before the 
Exiſlence of the Teſt was from her own Mem- 
berg. 
2. HEN Deliverance from that Danger 
was by the Agency of Proteſtant Diſſenters. 

3- AFTER zbe Teſt Law was in force, the 
Church was never betrayed, but'by thoſe who 
rook the Teſt for Places as before. 


Ir was by the friendly Aſſiſtance of Di ſg 
enters that ſhe was reſtwd out of the bands 
of rboſe Betrayer's. 

5. WHEN it was in 5 Power to 476 
treſs the Church, and they were prompted 
thereto by the Head of it, they deſpis d the Mo- 
tion and adber'd to her. 

1) The Danger of the Church before the 
Exitetre of the Teſt was from her own Mem- 
vers, who begun the Civil War, that ended in 
the overthrow of the Church. 

AND how far the firſt Beginners of a "OY 
re] are accountable for Conſequences, I deter- 
mine not. In this Diſpute ?ris not material who 
firſt unſheath'd the Sword; but to ſuppoſe the 
Diſſenters ſignificant enough at that Time, . to 


produce ſuch a mighty ae, is a very 
wild Conceit. 


EEE = THE 
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TAE Truth is, that War was meditated 
not by Diſſenters, but by the Lords and 
Commons in Parliament affembled ; a Parlia- 
ment who were compos'd of honeſt Church- 
men, who ſtood up in Defenſe of Liberty and 


Property, that were openly attack'd by abſolute 
and unlimited Power. | 


&« Monſieur Marville ſays, that the firſt 
Source of all the Troubles in England was 
„ from that Prince, who ſaid ſoon after he 
came to the Throne, that he would reſume 
% the Church-lands out of the hands of the 
“ Nobility, with whom Heury VIII. had 
« ſhar'd them. He ſays, that it was the Ear. 


&* of Clarendon who ſpoke this, when he was 


c, in France, and that no other Hiſtorian of 


« any Nation takes notice of that Circum- 


«+ ſtance.” See Melanges d' Hiſtoire, & de 
Lit. collected by Monſieur de Vigneul Marville, 
In Ireland, the King weaken'd the State 
to ſtrengthen the Church; for by the mediation 
of Archbiſhop Laud, he reſtored to the Church 
all the Impropriations then in the Crown. Ba- 


ker, 454. 
TAE Criminals of thoſe Days, whoever 


they were, having paſt their Accounts beyond 


the Grave, there we leave them; and onl 
obſerye, that the Murderers of that unfortunate 
King were men of different Principles from 


thoſe who ſollicit for the Repeal, and who 


have that tragical Act in equal Abhorrence with 
their neighbours. 


AND 
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Ap as an Evidence of this, about 60 
Presbyterian Miniſters in and about London 
drew up and ſign'd a Remonſtrance to the Lord 


General, declaring their Abhorrence of all 
Violence againſt the Perſon of the King, and 


urging him and his Army to take heed of ſuch 
an Action, and preſented it to him when they 
apprehended the King to be in danger. A 
Crime Oliver would never forgive them. 

N. B. THE Presbyterians were the only 


Perſons, who in Form and in a Body proteſted 
boldly againſt the King's Death. | 


Nay further, Mr. Calamy and other Pref. 


byterian Miniſters, went to perſuade the Gene- 


ral of the Army, to reſcue the King, but they 
were not allow'd to ſpeak to him. Vid. Com- 


plete Hiſtory of England. Vol. III. 


CALL us therefore no more the Children 
of 41, ſince the Actors in that War were the 
Repreſentatives of the Nation : and let thoſe 
alſo who are ſo ready to rouch upon 48, rake 


into the account 88. and try the Difference 


berween cutting off the Father's Head, and 
burying his Son alive. Tis palpable Error to 


impute that tragical Day to the Diſſenters, who 


in that Juncture had little Influence and leſs 
Power. Let not the Church therefore weep for 
us, but let it weep for itſelf and for its own 
guilty Sons. e 


7H E Deliverance of the Church from its 

Overthrow under OLIVER, was by the 
Anency of Proteſtant Diſſenters. 3 

— THERE 


1 


Tuns needs no other proof of this Pro- 


poſition than their Reſtoration of King Charles, 


the Head and Minion of the Church. The 


Parliament that reſtor'd the King was then 
generally reputed Presbyrerians. Strange 
Viciſſitudes in about 20 years time! A con- 
forming Parliament begun the War, in which 


one King was murder'd, and another King was 


banifh'd ; that very War engender'd a Race of 


Nonconformiſts, who ferch'd home the Ba- 
niſhed. Bag 


Mx Lord Clarendon obſerves, that with 


the Commiſſioners from the Parliament and 
from the City, to King Charles, there came 


«Cc 8 of their Clergymen, 8 or ro, as 
Dr. Reynolds, Dr. Manton, Mr. Calamy, 
and others, the moſt eminent of the Presby- 
© terian Divines, to whom the King ſpake 
& very kindly, and faid he had heard of their 
good Behaviour towards him. Clarendon's 


„ Hiſt. Val. III. Part II. Oxfor 4 Edition, 


*© Book 16. Pp. 770. 
Tr 1s Parliament that voted home the — 


appointed a day of Haſling and Prayer, at whic 


3 Presbyterian Miniſters aſſiſted, Dr. Man- 
ton, Mr. Calamy and Mr. Bowles, The King 
being fixt on the Throne, ſeveral Presbyterian 
Miniſters were made his Majeſtys Chaplains, 
viz, Mr. Calamy, Dr. Reynolds, Dr. Spurſtoty, 
Dr. Wallis, Dr. Bates, Dr. Manton, Mr. Bax- 


ter — Several Presbyterian Miniſters, in con- 


fideration of their Services, and Adherence to 


the King, were offer'd great Preferments in the 
D Church, 


626) 


Church. Mr. 8 had the Biſhoprick of 
Litchfield and Coventry offer'd to him, Dr. 
Reynolds the Biſhoprick of Norwich, Mr. Bax- 
ter that of Hereford, To Dr. Manton was 


offer'd the Deanery of Rocheſter, to Dr. Bates 


that of Coventry, to Mr. Edward Bowles 
that of 797k, but all refus'd, (except Dr. Rey- 


nolds) becauſe they could not with a ſafe Con- 
ſcience, comply with the Terms of Conformity. 
If they were not the King's Friends, whence 


all this? 


AGAIN, | the. Army, without which the 
King would not have been reſtor d, was b 


this time grown into an Army of Proteſtant 
Diſſenters; which my Lord Clarendon de- 
ſcribes to be ** no leſs than invincible, whoſe 
« Diſcipline, Sobriety, Courage and Succeſs, 
had made it famous and terrible over the 
« World.” 


Tais, as I take it, v was deliver'd by his Lord- 


ſhip in preſence of the King, ina Speech to the 


Parliament. 13 September, 1660. 

His Lordſhip further obſerves, that Sir Ar. 
thur Forbes, a Scots Gentleman, was ſent by 
Sir Charles Coote to the Marquis of Ormond 
at Bruſſels, that he might aſſure his Majeſty, 


that Ireland was well affected; that the pre ſent 


Power in England had removed all the ſober 
Men from the Government of the State in Jre- 
laud, under the Character of Presbyterzans, 


and had put Ludlow, Corbet, and others of 


the King's Judges in their Places. Ibid. ſupra. 
5.755. 


SIR 


© 


e 
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| * 
S1R Richard Baker goes yet further, and 
ſays, that the firſt Riſing in favour of King 
n was to be of ſuch as had 
never engag d on the King's Side in the late 
Wars — Chron, Edit. 8. p. 649. 
3.T E Church, ſince the paſſing the Teft Law, 
was always betrayd by thoſe who took the Teſt 
with ſecular Views. © 5 
Havine prov'd this Charge before, I ſhall 
only add, that Popery which was propa» 
gated in King Charles the Second's Reign tri- 
umph'd in that of King James II. which it 
could never have done in theſe Reigns without 
the treacherous Conduct of thoſe who had ta- 
ken the Teſt. ey ne „ 
KING James, you'll ſay, was a Papiſt, and 
what leſs could be expected from him? true, 
but who made him King? not Diſſenters but 
the Church. Diſſenters joined with the Low 


Church in King Charles's Reign to exclude him 


from the Crown, becauſe he was a Papiſt, but 
the Biſhops of he Days, 1678, threw out the 
Bill. I fay of zho/e Days, for we have reaſon 
to entertain better Sentiments of Gentlemen 
preferr'd to the Mitre ſince the happy Revolu- 


tion. $ 


IN that Year an Act of Parliament paſt, re- 


 quiring the Members of both Houſes, and all 


ſuch as might come into the King's Court and 
Preſence, to take a Teſt againſi Povery, to re- 
nounce Trau ſubſtantiation, the Adoration of the 
Virgin Mary, or any other Saint, and the Sa- 


crifice of the Maſs but the Duke of York, 
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the avowed Patron. of Popery, was by a par- 
ticular Proviſo, exempted from this Oath, by 
which a wide Gap was left open for the Pope's, 
triumphant Entrance. N. B. Here is an Oath 
made to renounce the Pope and all bis Works, 
but he who was the only Man in England that 

could bring in Popery, is exempted from it. 
| Fas Mok in all King Charles's Reign, 
| (notwithſtanding his ale Ken 1673.) was 
Regent. Some Years after was a remarkable Tri- 
al at Lancaſter, the occaſion this; one Mr. Bell 
a young Clergy man, Son to the Parſon of 
Heighton ear Levetpool, being in Company 
with {ome of his Brethren propos d this Health, 
dig. God bleſs the King, and Devil take the 
Regent: Mr, Zach. Taylor, Parſon of Wigan, 
informed againſt him. Mr. Dermer, I think 
was Councel for the Defendant, who was fin'd 
 100/. I thank your. Lordſhip, faid Mr. Bell, 
forl did verily imagine it would have been 2004. 
No Perſons prefer d under that Government 
but the Duke's Friends and Devotees; Men 
who hadg Proteſtant Outſide, but could tranſ- 
form emſelves into any Figure, and frame their 
Face to all Occaſions. Ly 8 m 
Id that Reign was a e of Teſts 
and Oaths devis'd againſt Papiſts, but even in 
their collective Force were not potent enough 
to prevent the Growth of Popery then, nor 
the actual Entry of that evil Spirit in King 
James time: and without a timely Reco 
had to a certain Presbyterian State, Popery, that 
Italian Demon, had remained ſtill in Poſſeſſion 


of 


007 
of the Land, and Exgland would have been 
made a Province to Rome. So that in Truth, 
this Combination of Teſts, contriv'd againſt 
Rome, ſerv'd only to divide Proteſtants, and to 
bring Rome nearer to London. 


91 4. T HE Reſcue of the Church out of theſe 


Calamities to which ſhe was reduced by the 


Teſi-takers (in King Charles and King James's 
time) was by Preibyterian Proteſtants, wit+ 
v the Revolution. 8 


Tas Ghorwns Revolution, by which we 
pere deliverd from Wooden Shoes and Wooden 


Gods, was not brought about by the Power nor 
the Principles of the Church, whoſe Maxims 
were Non-reſiſtance and Paſſive-obedience ; but 
by a Ser of Principles borrow'd from Proteſ- 
tant Diſſenters. The Church, is fo good as to ac- 
knowledge the Obligation, and fo honeſt as to 
pay Intereſt duly, witneſs our Liberty; but 
we cannot acknowledge the Principal to be re- 


ceived while the Teſt remains. 


Tu People of England, tis true, had no 
ſmall Difficulties to ſtruggle with at the Revo- 
lation : Being not only ſworn to King James, 
but they had ſolemnly renounced the Revolu- 
tion-Principles by taking that monſtrous Oath, 
VIS, 
T Arx it was not lawful upon any Pre- 
** tence whatſoever to take Arms againſt the 
** King,—and that they would not at any Time 
< endeavour any Alteration of Government, 
« either in Church or State.“ 


* 
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A lamentable Dilemma! Either to ſuperſede 
the Obligation of an Oath, or ſuffer the Ship- 


wrack of their Holy Religion. The Diſſenters 


ſeeing the impious Tendency of this Oath, 
cautiouſly avoided the Snare. FO 
Is the Years 1687-8. Matters were 


brought to a Criſis : Popery or Proteſtantiſm. 


The Church, being brought to Extremity of 
Diſtreſs, implor'd the Aſſiſtance of the Prince 
of Orange, a Dutch Presbyterian, who indeed 
was the only Perſon that was in a condition 
to ſave her, by the Intereſt he had in the States 
General, who in their Sentiments are profeſſed 
Presbyterians. The Elector of Brandenbargh, 
Landgrave of Heſſe-Caſſel, Duke of Zell, King 
of Sweden, all of rhe Presbyterian Perſuaſion, 
came heartily into the Scheme, and generouſly 
ofter'd to ſupply the States with any Number 


of Troops which they ſhould ſend to England 


with the Prince, in Defence of the Church of 
England ; that could not keep out Popery by 
the Teſt, nor drive it out after it had enter'd, 


but by the Aſſiſtance of Presbyterians, 


Tux Clergy then were come to a good 
Temper, deſir'd the Prince of Orange to ſend 


over ſome of the Diſſeuting Miniſters, whom 


the Violence of former Years had driven into 
Holland, to take care of thoſe of their own 
Denomination, that none of em might be 
wheedPd by the Court, as Mr. Lobb had been. 
Upon which the Prince ſent over the Reverend 


Mr. How, and Mr. Shower, in whole Retinue 


were 
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were many others to whom his H:ghneſs was 


very generous. 


Br. Sancroft Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 
while under a Cloud, ſent certain Articles 


to his Clergy, in which he exhorted em 
thus, vig. to have a tender regard to our 


_ « Brethren the Proteſtant Diſſenters, to viſit 


« em, to treat em fairly where ever they meet 
* e mm —— — and in the laſt place, warmly 


and moſt affectionately to exhort *em to 


*« joyn with us in daily fervent Prayer to 
& the God of Peace, for an univerſal bleſſed 
«© Union of all Reformed Churches at home and 
« abroad, againſt our common Enemies, Sc.“ 

5. WHEN rin their Power to diſtreſs 


the Church, and they were tempted thereto by : 


the King himſelf, they abhorr'd the Motion, 
and firmly adber'd to her in her greateſt Dan- 
ger. N | „ | | 
TO they were treated with the utmoſt 


Barbarity, yet their Oppreſſors could never 
provoke 'em to rebel, or addreſs the Govern- 


ment for Liberty, both which their Enemies 
had in view. The Diſſenters knew the Deſign 
of the Court was to introduce Popery by a ge- 
neral Toleration, therefore would not petition 
for it. When ſuch a thing came out, ſome 
thank d the King for throwing open the Priſon 
Doors; and in ſo doing, perhaps, did no more 
than their Cenſurers would have done in the 
like caſe. 28 575 

Wu courted by King James, they had 
an opportunity to revenge themſelves on the 


Church; 


632) 
Church; but did they make Repriſals? did 
they diſcover any Ill Nature? Nothing like it. 
WHEN inccns'd to be outragious (Oppreſſion 


will make wiſe Men mad) did they ever alarm 


the Government by Inſurrections? Did they e- 
ver ſo much as break a Church window? | 

UNxp ER a long Scene of Hardſhips they 
rather choſe to ſubmit to thoſe who injur d em, 


than joyn with others to cruſh their Oppreſ- 
fors. After they had long and in vain cry d to 


their Judges for Abatement of exorbitant Fines. 
the Enlargement of guiltleſs Priſoners, ſor ſome 
Compaſſion to their poor Families that were 


ready to ſtarve for want of Bread, they fat 


down quietly with a ſcornful and cruel Refuſal. 
Now how can they be faid to be Enemies 
to the Church, who join'd with her in her 


greateſt Dangers, as I have prav'd; and would 


not hurt her, at a time when it was in their 
Power, to contribute towards her Deſtruction ? 
They abhor'd the Thought, and rejected the 
almoſt invincible Temptation of Revenge : and 
if they are not Enemies, why ſhould they ſhare 
the Treatment of fuch f or 


Il. Arguments for the Repeal. 
 Havine prov'd by hiſtorical Facts, that 


Sacramental-Teſt-takers, and her Deliverance by 
the Diſſenters, which one would think were 
ſufficient to ſilence all Pleas in favour 15 * 


the Danger of the Church has been from the 


mw = © op — ua Fw Lu 
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Power of Chriſt. 
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Teſt. I now proceed to thoſe Topicks, that 


plead for the Reaſonableneſs of the Repeal. 


Wx the Diſſenters generally offer up- 
on this head, may be reduced to three things. 
I. They complain of the [llegality of ats 
Application. 3 | 5 

2. Thar it intrenches on the Legiſlative 


7 


3. Taar ws an Encroachment upon the 


| Rights of Mankind. 


o 


1. Tart Proteſtant Diſſenters complain of 
the Illegality of its Application. 
Tris Law was made againſt Popiſh Recu- 
ſants ; Diſſenters are not chargeable with thoſe 
Popiſh Principles, that were the Reaſons of this 
Law, and yet Friends and Enemies, innocent and 
Guilty are equally puniſh'd by it: the Characters, 
tho vaſtly different, are made one in Puniſh- 
1 het we e eee 
THE Excluſion of Proteſtant Diſſenters 
was never intended by the Contrivers of this 
Scheme, which in the Letter of it has no Re- 
lation to *em; and how the Edge of it has 
been turn'd againſt *em in Reigns Popiſhly at- 
feed, is no Riddle; ſince the Ruin of Diſſen- 
ters was only a Preface to the Deſtruction of 
the Church, as Archbiſhop King has prov'd in 
his Sermon upon the Reduction of Ireland. 
| Tax Teſt-Act (as the Preamble ſhews ) was 
formed as a Barrier againſt Popery ; and to 
perſecute Diſſenters upon it is directly contra- 
ry to the End propos'd by the Inventors of 
that Bill: ſo ſenſible was the Parliament at = 
\ E — * 


„ 5 
of this wrong Application of the Law, that 
(before it was diſſolved) A. D. 168 1. Two 


remarkable Votes were carry'd in the Houſe | 


of Commons, v2. 2 
I. Thar the Laws, made againſt Recuſants, 
ought not to be extended againſt any but thoſe 
of the Church of Rome ; which was the Pri- 
mary Intention of that Law. 

2. THAT the Proſecution.of the Diſſen- 
ters upon the Penal Laws 1s at this Time 


grievons to the Subjects, a Weakening the Pro- 


reftant Intereſt, an Encouragement to Popery 
N. B. By thoſe two Votes my Propoſition is 
_ abundantly confirmd, 1 

Ver was the Teſ-Act, and other Laws made 
againſt Papiſts, tarn'd againſt Diſſenters: Thus, 
a Teſt againſi Pupery is (by an Art peculiar to 
ſome fort of Mortals) transform'd into a Teſt 
of Proteſtants againſt Proteſtants. 9 


Ta ux indeed there was a Bill that paſt both 


Houſes in their Favour, but it was ſtolen out 
f the Houſe of Lords, and could not be 

found when other Bills had the Royal Aſſent; 
upon which Sir William Jones (luppos'd to 
be the greateſt Lawyer in the Kingdom ) made 


an elegant Speech, and among other things he 


ſaith, 


* 


his Negative to all Bills; but I never knew 


* 


gative — if this Way be found out, that Bills 


< 


Oe 


ge the Bill what it will, the Precedent is 
of the higheſt Conſequence. The King has 


that the Clerk of the Parliament had a Ne- 


{ial be thrown by, it may be hereafter ſaid 
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* they are forgot and laid by, and we ſhould 


* never know whether the King would paſs em 


4 or no.“ 


ARE Proteſtants, as ſuch, to be puniſh'd by 
Laws made againſt Papiſts, as Papiſts, whoſe 
Principles are deſtructive of Proteſtaut Go- 
vernment.s ? et N 

Ix not, why then is ſo conſiderable a Body 
of Proteſtants put on the Level with them? 
Why that Note of Diſgrace, by which they 
are number'd with Papal Tranſgreſſors, put up- 
on them? Is the Church more oppoſite to Po- 
pery, or more faithful to the Government than 
Proteſtant Diſſenters? I trow not. 

We go out, ſay the Diſſenters, with the Church 
in her Battles againſt Rome, and when we return, 
we are doom'd to our old Station, which is to 
be Heuers of Wood, and Drawers of Water 
to the Camp. Thus are they ſentenced to their 
Drudgery, while others divide the Spoils. 

2. ANoTHEx Complaint againſt the Teſt is, 
that it ſeems to intrench upon the Regal Po- 
wer of Chriſt in the Government of the Church. 

WuEN our Lord inſtituted that Sacred Or- 
dinance, it was for Religious, and not for Se- 
cular Preferments. Dare any, who name the 
Name of Chriſt, ſay it was the Will of Chriſt, 
that Chriſtians ſhould rake the Holy Commu- 
nion for a Place of Profit ? Not one Daſh of this 
World in his Kingdom; his Rewards are not 
the High Places of the Earth. Yea, ſo far was 
he (who was the beſt Judge of things) from 
influencing Men to be of his Sentiments in Re- 

e E 2 ligion 
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ligion by the Decoy of Temporal Gain, that 
he repreſents the State pf rhe Church as mili- 
tant and perſecuted. 0 

Now, to convert this Inſtitution into a 
_ worldly uſe, to which Chriſt had no view; doth 

ir not rival him in his Legiſlative Power? He 
inſtituted a Religious Feaſt, to be us'd in me- 
mory of his Dea, and by this Act "ris made 
a Sacrament in memory of his world. | 
NOT HN ſecular or ſelfiſh ever appear'd 
in the Conduct of the Lord and Head of the 
Church. His genuine Diſciples were baptiz'd 


into the ſame Spirit. 1 
Is there no other way to the Seats of hu- 
mane Glory and Gain, but by the Ordinance 
of One, whoſe Doctrine and Practice was in- 
variably pointed againſt both? Is there even a 
Shadow of Propriety in going to Chriſt's Table 
for woridly Purpoſes, when his Kingdom is not 
„ VCC 
Q. WAHETHER Chriſizan Magiſtrates have 
Power to alter the Laws of Chriſt, and con- 
vert em to other Oſes and Ends, than he has 
appointed and appropriated them to? 
Tuk Religion of Jeſus needs no ſecular 
Props. It ſtands upon the immoveable Pillars 
of its innate Excellencies. They are humane 
Devices introduced into a Church, that lack the 
Sanction of humane Teſts and Fancies. 
Tae Religion of the true Church is the Re- 
ligion of Jeſus, who never propos'd ſecular Al- 
lurements to invite Men to his Altar, nor did 
he ever authorize his Servants to do fo. 


How 
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t Ho then, oh ye Miniſters of Jeſus] how 
bs can you fit ſtill, and not denounce your Anathe- 
mas againſt thoſe, who profane the ſacred Inſtitu- 


tion? Why don't you addreſs our Legiſlators 

h for the Redreſs of ſo enormous a Grievance ; 

le I am perſuaded moſt of thoſe, who are the 

e- brighteſt Ornaments of the Church, would join 
le in the Remonſtrance gg eee 

ls not the Glory of this Ordinance departed, 

d by the daily Contempt put upon it by profane 
he Receivers, I mean for worldly Preferment? 

d How many Pearls (ſince the Demolition of the 


Sacred Incloſure) have been the Entertainment 
of Swine ? Is it not to be ſuſpected, that this 
practice has contributed ſomething towards 
the growth of Deiſin, and Profancnels ? 
Q. Whether the erefting a Chriſtian Inſti- 
tut ion into a civil Office for Preferment, has 
not @ Tendency to leſſen Man's Veneration 
for it? „ 
CHRISTIANITY is at a low ebb in ſome 
Places; and how can it be reviv'd in thoſe 
Places, while the Crown of its Glory is pro- 
fan'd ? EP Sage 
\ THERE are no Nations but have the Names 
and Dictates of their Gods in high Veneration. 
The Duke of Holſieius Ambaſſador in his 
Perſran-Travels tells us, That when he vi- 
ſited their Colleges, one of the Regents per- 
«+ ceiving he had engraven on his Cane in Ara- 
& bick theſe Words, In the Name of the Mer- 
« czful God, he deſit'd the Ambaſſador to 
* beſtow it upon him, promiſing to give him 
| TY 4 
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{© better the Regent immediately cut out 
the word Alla, God, and put it in a clean 
„paper, ſaying, The Name of God ſhould 
not be on a Staff thruſt in the dirt.” 2 

By the Laws of the antient Heathens, the 
rofanc were driven away from their Sacrifices 
y the Herald, crying, procul ite profani. 
Ar TER 4l; little Streſs is to be laid on 
Magiſtratical Teſts. The old Lord Halli fax 
ſpeaking of this Subject ſays — that as there 


«© was really no Security to any State by 


- 


2 


Oaths; ſo alſo no Perſon would ever order 


2 


c 


: * 
« 


„Men who would never haye prejudiced the 
Government.“ vid. a letter from a Perſon 
* Quality. (p. 14. Printed A. D. 1675.) 


revis d by Mr. Lock. 


Mex of real Probity need not the Sacred 


| Tye of an Oath; and as to Men of profligate 
Minds, to think of ſecuring em by Teſts and 


Oaths, is to bind Samſon with the Twigs of a 


Withy. An Oath is one of the ſtrongeſt Secu- 


| ritys to a Government, and is a ſuperadded 


Obligation on Conſcience ; but of what uſe is 
1 thoſe, who have no Conſcience at 


IN 


his Affairs, as relying on it. No Man would 
ever ſleep with open Doors, or unlock d up 
FTreaſure, ſhould all the Town be ſworn, 
* not to rob, — that the uſe of multiply ing 
Oaths had been moſt commonly us'd, to ex- 
cClude or diſturb ſome honeſt conſcientious 


as. ie. tes ov 


—_ 
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Ix their turns, all Parties have made power. 


ful Effays this way, to ſecure their Churches 
by humane Teſts, but all in vain, e 


W Har Security had the Presbyterians from 


the Teſt of ſolemn League and Covenant ? tho 


King Charles Il. took it three times in Scotland. 


and was a ſworn Presbyterian; yet when ele- 
vated to the Throne, regarded it no more 


than an obſolete Statute. 

Vea, both Lords and Commons took the 
Scot's Covenant in St. Margare”s Church, 
Weſtminſter, Sept. 25. 1645. but with what 
ſucceſs the Event thews. 
WuaAx Security had the Rump danliamem 
by their Teſt, call'd Engagement, being an 


Oath appointed to be taken by all in Office or 
Benefice, fo be true to the Government eſta- 


bliſhb d, without Ki ing, or Houſe of Peers. 
N. B. Mos x of the Presbyterian Miniſters, 
and moderate Churchmen, refus'd this Oath ; 
and many Epiſcopal Divines not only took it. 
but pleaded for it in print, Baæter's Abridg. 
Vol. I. Edit. 2. pag. 63.— | 

War Security had Richard Cromwell 
and his Adherents by the Recognztion-Teſt, 
tho proclaimed Protector by univerſal Con- 
ſent? Heſoon ſaw himſelf depos'd, and forſaken 
by bis own Friends. 

AND what Security the Church of England 
had from the Sacramental Teſt, we have already 
ſeen, Did not the Revolution turn out the 


Papery, that was brought in ander the Umbrage 


of the Teſt, in the Days of King Charles Il. and 
7”. 
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King James II? In the late Rebellion againſt 
King George I. did not the Teſt Men join with 
Papiſts in that bloody Attempt, to overthrow 
the Church? . "Er 
3. THE Teſtas apply'd, looks as if ? were 
injurious to the Rights of Mankind, conſidered 
in all their Aſpetts. Governours and Govern- 
ed are affected by this Sacramental Limitation 
FR... "—_ 

THE Teſt has the Appearance of an Eu- 
croachment upon the Rights of CA ſar. 
_ _ Fox, by this Excluſive Act, the King is 
deny'd the Privilege common to all his Sub- 
jects, which is a Power to chuſe his own Ser- 
vants from any Denomination; but he is con- 
fin'd to one Party only, and he has no Pro- 
teſtant Enemies but among that Party. - _ 
Tuo the Te- Act ſets Marks of Humilia- 
tion upon the Clergy, yet by that very ſame 
Act the Church triumphs over her Lay-mem- 
bers, who by that very Act are faſten'd to the 
| horns of the Altar, there being, by that AF, 
no way to the Temple of Honour, but thro' 
the Chancel. . 5 
Tux Power of prefering Perſons is in the 
| King, but his Commiſion mult receive its nal 
Sanction from the Church: for no Man has a 
legal Title to his place, without receiving the 
Lord's Supper according to the Uſage of the 
Church, which brings into my Mind a modern 
Story, vis. A certain Monarch having ſeen 
a curious Watch, ask'd the Maker if he would 
make ſuch another, who anſwer'd myo ; 
where - 


1 
whereupon the Monarch ſaid Pl] 1nake thee my 
Watch-maker : I am obliged to thee, oh King, 
ſaid the ingenious Artificer, but that 7s not in 
thy Power, the Church will not allow it. 


Why, reply'd the K ing, what has the Church 


to do with making of Watches ! 


ON the other hand, the King's Subjetts ap- 


prehend themſelves imur'd by it; both Confor- 


miſts and Nonconformiſts. 

IT's no little Uneaſineſs to ſome good Men 
in the Church, that they can't ſerve their 
Country, without making a divine Inſtitution 
ſtoop to the force of humane Authority. Har- 
der yet, that a profane Creature muſt cither 
ſtarye for want of Bread, or cat and drink his 
own Damnation. Poe RT 
Tux Inferior Clergy muſt needs complain 
of Hardſhips, ſince by this Act they are oblig'd 


to give the Holy Communion to every one that 


demands it, as the laſt Criterion of the Fitneſs 
required by Law for Preferment ; and the 
Clergyman who denies it, even to the Hetero- 


dox and vitious is puniſhable by the Law. 


HERE is a double Privation. The Paro- 
chial Miniſter is hereby diveſted of his power 
to judge of the Fitneſs of Communicants for 
that Ordinance ; which Power is included in 
the paſtoral Office, and confirmed to him by 


the Act of Uniformity. Order for the admiui- 


tration of the Lord's Supper. The Church 
alſo is depriv d of its Spiritual Juriſdiction by a 
Political Tranſmutation. 1 

1 BUT 
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Bor thoſe I have principally in view here, 
are Proteſtant Difſenters ; who ſuffer by the 
Teſt in their natural, moral, religious and 
political Rights. | 


* 


Bx this Act, they apprehend, their natural 


Rights are invaded: for, by nature they are 


upon the fame Leyel, and upon the ſame Terms, 
as their conforming Neighbours ; and, as I have 
proved, they have done nothing to forfeit this 
natural Privilege. £5 | 


 Bes1Dts, as they are N atives of England, 
they are equally catitled with their Country- 


men to all rhe Privileges of freeborn Subjects. 
To deny them this, is to put em on the fame 
Foot with Alens. 3 3 

Ir Diſſenters can produce Men, that are as 
well quallify'd as others, to ſerve the Govern- 
ment, with regard to Intellectuals; then an Ex- 


dluſion of em is injurious to that Right, when 
their Prince ſtands in need of their perſonal 


Service. pres 

THEIR moral Character, as Chriſtians and 
Proteſtants, ſhould at leaſt skreen them from 
any Infringement of their natural Rights, the 


Conſervation of which is the great End of civil 
Government, and that without Partiality or 


ſideing with Parties. 99 0 
AN p, as in Politicks, Diſſenters are Ortho- 


dox, and conſtant Conformiſts to the State, 1 


lee no Reaſon why they ſhould not put in their 
claim of Right to a Capacity to ſerve it. And 
don't they contribute towards the Support — 

| the 
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the Government as well as others? where then 
lies the Juſtice of the Excluſion? 

TRUE, they are Nonconformiſts as to the 
Church, and one would think, to exclude them 
from Eccleſiaſtical Preferment were Mortifica- 


tion enough for their Diſſent. But why ſhould 
a Conformiſt to the State be excluded from 


State-Offices and Truſt? rr 
Way ſhould the Rewards of the State be 


annext to one Opinion more than another, 
when that one Opinion has nothing in it that's 


more propitious to the State, or more merito- 
rious of publick Favours? 9 
AN Engliſh Man can't be reduced to a 
more unhappy Condition, than to be put by 
& Law under an Incapacity of ſerving his Prince 
and Country; and therefore nothing but a 
« Crime of the moſt deteſtable Nature ought 
to put him under ſuch a Diſability,” ſay the 
Lords in their Conference with the Commons, 


Veneris 8 die Jauuarii 1702. i 


Q. Whether any Magiſtrates have Power 
to diveſt Men of their natural Privileges, who 
have made no Forfeiture of them ? 

Sis William being ask'd by my Lord— 
Whether going to a Meeting-houſe, or uncon- 


ſecrated Place of Worſhip be a Sin? anſwer'd, 


that in his Apprehenſion, Conſecration of 
Places added no Virtue to Devotion. That any 
Houſe ſet apart for facred uſes is as holy as 
any Church. For nothing can make a Place 
holy but the Divine Preſence, and when that 
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is departed, the Place is common. Feruſalem 
and the Temple witnels to this Truth. Sincere 
Worſhippers are equally accepted in all Places. 

Ir any ſhould think better of their Religion, 
becauſe tis e/tabli/h'd by Law, I wiſh they 
"may have Capacity enough to be religious 
without Superſtition. But if you take Diſſen- 


ters even in that Light, in going to their 


Meeting-houſe, you go to a Place that is Sa- 
_ cred to Worſhip, and has the Sanction of the 


Law, under the Protection of which they aſſem- 


ble and worſhip. 


Tr Liberty given them for their publick 
Worſhip is by Law, and that Law is part of the 
Eftabliſhmenr. The Difference between the 
Diſſenters Churches, and the Epiſcopal, lies 
here; that certain ſtated Preferments are annext 
to the Laws made in favour of the Church, but 
not to thoſe which tolerate the Diſſenters. 

TaEAE is fomething ſo intoxicating in 
the Word Eſtabliſhmeut, that ſome People 
can't think of it, but it gives em the Vertigo. 


Orhers take E/tabliſhment and Infallibility to 


be ſynonymous Terms, and Things that are 
inſeparable. Turciſin and Popery are eſtabliſh'd 
by Law; therefore Tur and Papiſts, ſay they, 

are in the right, and all others in the wrong. 
l have read of a certain Heathen, who after 
he had ſhew'd the Folly and Impiety of the Pa- 
gan Religion, e/tabliſh'd in the Nations, yet 
concludes — Q omnia ſapiens ſervabit, 
tanquam legibus jiifſa, non tauquam deis grata; 
that 
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that is, All which a wiſe Man will obſerve as 
eftabliſh'd by Law, not imagining them grate- 
ful to the Gods. | 8 

N ow judge from the whole, how little the 
Church is obliged ro the Te for Shelter. 
Many of thoſe who got great Places by 
the Teſt, have impiouſſy made uſe of their 
Power to overthrow the Church; while others 
whole Chriſtian Caution would not allow em 
to Teſt it, have been her ſteady Friends. One 
defends the Church without taking the Teſt, 


the other by taking the Teſt, betrays the 


Church. 


I T naturally follows, where Reaſon predo- _ 
minates, that if the Strength of a Law is not 


equal to the Deſign of it, what is there that 
| forbids the Repeal of it; eſpecially when inno- 


cent Men are Sufferers by it. 
Ir by the Sacramental Law, Enemies and 
falſe Friends are not excluded from Beneficial 


Stations ; why ſhould this Law remain in force 


againſt thoſe, who are the acknowledged Friends 
of the Government ? what is this, but to or- 
dain a Law, which is of no Efficacy againſt 


the Enemies of the Church, and at the ſame 


Time is a notorious Injury to the rightful Claim 


of its true Friends: ſo J muſt ſtyle the Diſſen- 


ters I plead for, and fo they'll appear to be 

to every impartial Reader. 
WA has the temporal Power to do about 

Religion? It's no part of the Magiſtrate's Pro- 


vince, by Coercive Laws to impoſe his Reli- 


gion 


gion upon his Subjects, or to puniſh any, that 
differ from him in Religious Sentiments. 

In a Word, thus we have ſeen, that tho 
the Proteſtant Religion be the Glory of our 


Land, yet upon all that Glory the Tef? has not 
been le to create a Defence. 


